
Our Lady of Indiana 

Our Regional Prayer ñ a 

Gift from St. Francis 

Holy Virgin Mary, among all 

women born into the world, 

there is none like you.  Daugh-

ter and Handmaid of the Most 

High, sovereign King, the 

heavenly Father, Mother of our 

most holy Lord Jesus Christ, 

Spouse of the Holy Spirit. 

Pray for us with St. Michael the 

archangel and with all the pow-

ers of the heavens and with all 

the saints together with your 

most holy beloved Son, Lord 

and teacher. 
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more effectively.  

How did we go about building that fraternal 

and evangelical world?  I think each of us had 

an opportunity to talk with someone, share 

with someone, and hug someone. My fraternal 

world was expanded by a wonderful conver-

sation I had at lunch with former Regional Min-

ister Frank Vargo, and also others throughout 

the day.  It is always such a joy to see those of 

you that are familiar to us from various other 

Regional Fraternity gatherings - elections, 

visitations, chapters, workshops and re-

treats.  Another joy comes from greeting those 

that are ònewó to fraternal life - inquirers, 

candidates, and spouses of members.  Wel-

come to the family! 

From our Rule, Article 22: [Fraternity] should be 

the privileged place for developing a sense of 

Church and the Franciscan vocation and for enliv-

ening the apostolic life of its members. 

What does that mean ð privileged place?  The 

Thesaurus helps us understandé advantaged, 

fortunate,  honored, favored, benefit-

ted.  Wow!  Do we feel this way about our 

own local fraternity? Are we  advantaged 

because we belong? Is it  fortunate  that we 

can claim membership in the Order, in frater-

A Message from our Regional Minister: 

Kathleen White, OFS 

òThe Secular Franciscan Order  

holds a special place in this family 

circle.  It is an organic union of all 

Catholic fraternities scattered 

throughout the world and open to 

every group of the faithful.  In these 

fraternities the brothers and sisters, 

led by the Spirit, strive for perfect 

charity in their own secular state. By 

their profession they pledge them-

selves to live the gospel in the man-

ner of Saint Francis by means of this 

rule approved by the Church (Rule 

of the Secular Franciscan Order,  

Chapter One: Article 2)ó. 

What We Have Promised to Live . . . 

Regional FraternityĀSecular Franciscan Order  

For this òUnity Day Editionó we have been 

asked to reflect on our annual gathering. 

There are several references from our Rule 

that I wish to share with you. 

From our Rule, Article 3: Secular Franciscans, 

therefore, should seek to encounter the living and 

active person of Christ in their brothers and sis-

ters, in Sacred Scripture, in the Church, and in 

liturgical activity.  

We certainly encountered the Christ in our 

brothers and sisters that day!  The celebration 

of the Eucharist was wonderful and the best 

way to start our anniversary celebration! 

Throughout the day there was laughter, and 

sharing, and the discovery of new and excit-

ing things about each otheré who has the 

white cat? Who speaks fluent German? Who 

served in the military? Who has been to Assisi 

more than three times?  It was a joy to witness 

the challenge posed to each of us to find that 

one person who could complete our play 

sheet. I think it was actually possible to fill all 

but one of the squares. 

From our Rule, Article 14: Secular Franciscans, 

together with all people of good will, are called to 

build a more fraternal and evangelical world so 

that the kingdom of God may be brought about 
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frequent?  If it is indeed a 

privilege to gather, why donõt 

we do it more often? Bible 

studies meet weekly.  Prayer 

groups meet weekly.  Cursillo 

groupings meet week-

ly.  Weight Watchers, AA, Al-

Anon, NA groups meet week-

ly.  Yet here we are, in the 

midst of our privileged place, 

only gathering monthly to 

share faith, pray, learn, grow. 

Seems that we have some 

challenges.  Why not expand 

our fraternities to include a 

Bible study, or a separate 

study of the essential docu-

ments that govern our Or-

der?  We could plan one Sun-

day a month that we attend 

nity? Is it an honor to attend? Is 

fraternity favored over all other 

activities and opportunities? And 

are others  benefitted  because 

we were there to encourage 

them, pray with them, serve 

them?  When we experience 

fraternity we come away better 

for the encounter.  We expand 

that to the Regional Fraternity 

when we attend Unity Day, For-

mation Workshops, Chapters, 

and Retreats.  The Regional Ex-

ecutive Council is also so very 

blessed to be able to serve the 

local Fraternities through Visita-

tions and Elections.  If fraternity 

is, in-

deed, to 

us the 

privi-

leged 

place, 

how are 

we con-

tributing 

to the 

encoun-

ter for 

others?  Are we anxious to see 

our Franciscan brothers and sis-

ters?  Do we listen intently to 

their faith sharing? Is there a 

way we can serve them to 

ease their burden, to increase 

their joy? 

From our Rule, Article 24: To 

foster communion among mem-

bers, the council should organize 

regular and frequent meetings of 

the community as well as meet-

ing with other Franciscan 

groupsé   It should adopt appro-

priate means for growth in Fran-

ciscan and ecclesial life and 

encourage everyone to a life of 

fraternity.  

Regular 

and fre-

quenté 

this brings 

me to my 

soapbox. 

Many of 

you have 

heard this 

from me 

beforeé 

at visita-

tions, in workshops, and at 

Chapters.  How regular? How 

Mass together, sitting as a 

group, to be that visible sign to 

the parish that there are Fran-

ciscans here! See how they love 

one another?!  Could we ar-

range to handle all 

the ministries at a 

Mass? Ushers, greet-

ers, lectors, Extraor-

dinary Ministers  of 

Holy Communion, 

serversé all wearing 

the Tau ð that visible 

sign of the Order. 

To the 160+ that 

attended Unity Day 2014 ð it 

was wonderful to see you!  To 

those that were not there ð you 

were missed!  We hope you 

enjoy the memories as you 

read through this newsletter 

and see the pictures of some of 

the people who were there.  I 

offer a special thanks to those 

who took photos and shared 

them for our archives.   See 

how they love one another!  

1 Peter 5:14 

  



 

ôóAnd yet, Yahweh, you 

are our Father; we the 

clay and you our potter, 

all of us are the work of 

your hands.ó 

(Isaiah 64-8) 

Thoughts from our Regional Vice-Minister, Dave Dieringer, OFS 
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