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"Resisting Conversion? Don't Ride a Horse"

As I was reflecting
on the readings for the
“Conversion of St. Paul” re-
cently, it was easy to imagine
the great Saul of Tarsus being
knocked off his high horse,
being thrown to the ground
with a stunned, unbelieving
look of bewilderment on his
face. Suddenly, I was struck
by the recollection that a cer-
tain Francesco di Bernadone of
Assisi had a similar rude awak-
ening as he rode his beautiful
richly adorned stallion in the
beautiful Spoleto valley near
Assisi. For both men, the
horses on which they rode
were symbols of the power
and prestige they imagined
they possessed: Paul because
of the zest with which he per-
secuted Christians, Francis
because he was the envy of all
the young men of Assisi and
the surrounding area.

Both Paul and Fran-
cis are known for their exten-
sive journeys in the mid East
and Mediterranean world. But
for each of them, the longest,
hardest “trip” was from the
saddles of their powerful
steeds to their backsides on
the hard, stony patch of terra
firma on which each landed
so unceremoniously — both

blinded for a time about what
this event meant in God’s good
plans. For Paul it took three days
for the scales to fall from his
eyes, and for Francis — how
many years before he fully un-
derstood what this event meant?

In both cases, it wasn't
until both Paul and Francis had to
look upward (toward the Heav-
ens) instead of downward (at
themselves) that God was able
by His eternal designs and grace
to “re-program” them into fitting
instruments for the proclamation
and promulgation of His Gospel.

I suspect it's not much
different for each of us when
God challenges us to move to the
next level of our relationship with
Him. Unexpectedly, we find
ourselves looking upward beyond
our “horses” of comfort and self
satisfaction and saying to Him,
“Huh?”. In case you haven't
noticed, God is not beyond using
surprises to knock us on our
backsides, literally or figuratively,
to get our attention when it
strays. Only then can He in his
ever present Providence lead us
to where He can use our faltering
human efforts to bring love,
mercy, and the joy of discipleship
to those around us, in a culture
drowning in selfish, self-
centered, “it's all about me"” nar-
cissism”.

St. Paul’s transforma-
tion, as well as that of the other
apostles and disciples, brought
the Gospel to the whole world;
the transformation of St. Francis
and his early friar brothers re-
stored the Gospel life to a world
that had grown cold as it strayed
further and further from the
imitation of Jesus in that same
Gospel. Is there a message here
in the 21st Century for us Fran-
ciscans?

Thus, the great ques-
tion might be stated thus: how
can we allow God to gently ease
(not knock!) us off of any Aigh-
horsed complacency to being
messengers of Gospel values to
our world? How can we cease
resisting conversion to a deeper
relationship with our God “who
leapt down from the heavens” to
become Incarnate for us” and
who gave us the command to
“go forth and preach to all na-
tions.”

It surely will not be as
dramatic as the get-knocked-off-
your-horse routines God used
with St. Paul and St. Francis, but
it is surely no less necessary.
The world is, without doubt, in
need of that compelling evangeli-
cal witness. Let us get up off our
backsides now, look upward to
the same Jesus Paul and Francis
served, and become better in-
struments bringing the “Gospel
to life, and life to the Gospel.”

—Sr. Agnes Marie OSF
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Calendar of Events for March & April 2016

March 6, 2016: FRANCISCAN ENRICHMENT: “The First Book: Formation of Friars, etc.”
Br. William Short, OFM, on DVD -- Auditorium 1:30—3:00pm

March 12, 2016: Regional Spring Formation Workshop at Kokomo for Formators

March 19, 2016:

Yearly Retreat for Immaculate Conception Fraternity: Fr. Giles Zackowicz, OFM Conv will reflect

with us “The Jubilee Year of Mercy” Our brothers and sisters from St. Mary of the Angels Fraternity in St. John have

been invited to join us.
Council Meeting in St. Louis Parlor at 6:00 p.m.
Breakfast served at Our Lady of the Road

March 22, 2016:
March 27, 2016:

April 3.2016: FRANCISCAN ENRICHMENT: “The Life of St. Francis: Second Book: The Charity of the Passion - Br. William
Short, OFM on DVD — Auditorium 1:30-3:00pm
April 9,2016: Regional Chapter of Mats for all Local Ministers in Kokomo at St. Joan of Arc
This will be the Election Chapter for Our Lady of Indiana Secular Franciscan Region
April 16, 2016: Regular Monthly Gathering--- Also to be celebrated -- Tradition says that the first Rule of Life of the
Friars Minor (called the “Primitive Rule”) was approved on April 16, 1209 by Pope Innocent Ill. The Francis-
cans have marked this date as the founding of the Franciscan Order. On this date, friars and Franciscans of all
three orders throughout the world renew their vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.
April 24, 2016: Breakfast served at Our Lady of the Road
Formation Schedule:

]
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Orientation: 3rd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. Auditorium

Ongoing Formation: Monthly Gathering at 8:15 a.m. Auditorium
Candidacy I and II: Monthly Gathering at 8:15 Auditorium
Candidacy III: 3rd Friday at 4:00 p.m. St. Louis Parlor

"“...For all of us, then, the season of Lent in this Jubilee Year is a favour-
able time to overcome our existential alienation by listening to God'’s
word and by practising the works of mercy. In the corporal works of
mercy we touch the flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who need
to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visited; in the spiritual works of mercy —
counsel, instruction, forgiveness, admonishment and prayer — we touch
more directly our own sinfulness. The corporal and spiritual works of
mercy must never be separated. By touching the flesh of the crucified
Jesus in the suffering, sinners can receive the gift of realizing that they
too are poor and in need. By taking this path, the "proud”, the
"powerful” and the "wealthy” spoken of in the Magnificat can also be
embraced and undeservedly loved by the crucified Lord who died and rose for them. This love
alone is the answer to that yearning for infinite happiness and love that we think we can satisfy
with the idols of knowledge, power and riches. Yet the danger always remains that by a constant
refusal to open the doors of their hearts to Christ who knocks on them in the poor, the proud, rich
and powerful will end up condemning themselves and plunging into the eternal abyss of solitude
which is Hell. The pointed words of Abraham apply to them and to all of us: "They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them” (Lk 16:29). Such attentive listening will best prepare us to cele-
brate the final victory over sin and death of the Bridegroom, now risen, who desires to purify his
Betrothed in expectation of his coming.

Let us not waste this season of Lent, so favourable a time for conversion! We ask this through the
maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary, who, encountering the greatness of God’s mercy freely
bestowed upon her, was the first to acknowledge her lowliness (cf. Lk 1:48) and to call herself the
Lord’s humble servant (cf. Lk 1:38).”

From the Vatican, 4 October 2015
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi
FRANCIS

Our Lady of
the Road
Outreach

Serving dates are the 4th
Sunday of each month.
For more information
please contact Dan
Kreager. He can be
reached at 574-265-
4857 or dnkrea-
ger@gmail.com

At all Fraternity meet-
ings, monetary donations
will be accepted in the
Red Box that will go
around the room when
the Brown Bag is circu-
lating. If you are unable
to participate on the 4th
Sunday please feel free
to make a donation to-
ward the food.

Visit the Immaculate Conception fraternity website at: http://immaculateconception.sfousa.org
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Our Lenten journey has begun — how will
we make this one special? What spiritual or
corporal works of mercy can we accom-
plish or should we accomplish. Lent is a
time when we have a wonderful opportu-
nity to focus on certain parts of our lives
that need work. | know | need to work on
letting go of the desire to control situa-
tions. Maybe you are refusing to accept
something that has changed in your life or
feel a need for recognition or signs of affec-
tion. We will have true freedom when we
finally let go. Let go of past hurts and ex-
perience forgiveness in our lives. We will
receive graces of openness when we finally
let go of everything that has control of us
and give it to God. Ask God for the direc-
tion we need to go. Do not put exceptions
in our requests. | know | can do that. | say,
“Please show me what you want me to do,
except not ......... ” | believe God loves us
and does not place any conditions on His
love. So why do we need to give God con-
ditions? We need to let go and let God
lead us where He wants us to be. All
through the Bible Jesus stresses that we
need to empty ourselves to be filled. | look
at the disciples who were challenged by
God to, “Be not afraid.” Let us surrender
our worries and concerns to God. Let us
journey together this Lenten season in
“letting go and letting God have our strug-
gles.” We may not see what is ahead of us
but we know who is leading us with love —
God. Have a blessed Lenten Season serving
our Lord and discovering true freedom.

Pax,

Linda O’Neil, OFS - Minister

FRANCISCAN ENRICHMENT SERIES

A Study of the Life of St. Francis of Assisi
As found in the Writings of Blessed Thomas of Celano
By Bro. William Short, OFM

1:30—3:00 in the Auditorium

March 6, 2016: "The Life of St. Francis — The First Book:
Formation of Friars, etc.
April 3, 2016: "The Life of St. Francis — The Second Book: The Charity of the

Passion”

May 1, 2016: "The Life of St. Francis — The Third Book: Canonization and Mira-

cles”

June 5, 2016: "The Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul”

IMPORTANT: All participants need ONE of the following:
Volume | and Volume 2 of Francis of Assisi: Early Documents OR “The

Francis Trilogy”

Our SFO

brother Bill Schmitt recently
posted a commentary in Notre
Dame Magazine's online blog
series, "What I'm Reading." He
explains he's reading Finding True
Happiness by Father Robert
Spitzer, S), as a way to "get
really serious about happiness."
Indirectly, Bill says he's trying to
understand happiness that goes
beyond worldly superficiality,
just as Saint Francis sought a joy
that went beyond earthly ego
satisfaction. Here's a link if you'd
like to read his reflection and
consider reading the

book: http://magazine.nd.edu/
news/63809-what-im-reading-
finding-true-happiness-robert-

Interview With God -

www.InterviewWithGodSite.com

Scholarship information, including the
instructions and application form, is avail-
able on the "Q" website -
www.quinquennial.org

Tentative Schedule for 2016 Q
June 30 — July 4, 2016 St. Louis, MO

Thursday, June 30, 2016

3:00 (optional) Franciscan Crown Rosary

4:30 (optional) Praise and worship

5:00 Mass

6:15  Dinner/ Little Fraternities meet at their assigned tables to
break bread, introduce themselves and decide on the name of their
Little Fraternity and place to meet

7:30  Opening/Greeting

9:00 Hospitality

Friday, July 1, 2016

7:00 — 8:00 Breakfast

8:30  Fr. Dan Horan

9:30 Break

9:45 Little Fraternities

11:30 Lunch

1:00 Guest presenter Fr. Lester Bach (45 minutes)

2:00 Packing Blessing Bags, Open forums for Amazon Relief,
Franciscans Missions, CNSAs SAs, FDs, JPIC councilors, etc.....
4:00 CNSA meeting

5:00 Mass

6:15  Dinner

7:30  Entertainment

Saturday, July 2, 2016

7:00-8:00 Breakfast

8:30 Morning Prayer

9:00 Fr. Dan Horan

10:00 Break

10:30 Mass

12:00 Lunch

1:30 Guest presenter : Br Keith Warner, OFM

2:45 Breakout Sessions (participants have chosen one in
8-10 choices at registration)

4:00 Little Fraternities

5:00 CNSA meeting

6:00 Dinner

7:30 Entertainment ST LOUIS Event

Sunday, July 3, 2016

7:00-8:00 Breakfast

8:30 Morning Prayer

9:00 Fr Dan

10:00 Break

10:30 Little Fraternities; Little Fraternity Facilitators submit

Summary Reports from Little Fraternities (either electronically or in
writing) to Q Committee

Noon Lunch

1:30 Guest Presenter: Carolyn Townes

2:45- Breakout sessions (participants have chosen one in
8-10 choices prior to or at registration)

4:00 Break

5:00 inner

6:30 Praise and Worship (optional)

7:00 Closing Mass



http://www.quinquennial.org./
http://magazine.nd.edu/news/63809-what-im-reading-finding-true-happiness-robert-spitzer-sj/
http://magazine.nd.edu/news/63809-what-im-reading-finding-true-happiness-robert-spitzer-sj/
http://magazine.nd.edu/news/63809-what-im-reading-finding-true-happiness-robert-spitzer-sj/
http://magazine.nd.edu/news/63809-what-im-reading-finding-true-happiness-robert-spitzer-sj/

Immaculate
Conception
Fraternity
POBox| 32
Mishawaka,

Indiana
46546

http://

immaculate-

conception.

sfousa.org

e AAOGAT T PET Ce

Francis and his followers wore ropes for belts to indicate they had no money (at the time, leather belts
were used to carry money). Francis wanted people to see that humans could be happy even without
money. | have met some poor people and some homeless people who prove to me that this can still be
true, although I don't think we need to make it our goal as Francis and Clare did. But we can indeed be
happy in mutual interdependence with nature, with the kindness of others, and with our own hard work
and creativity, while living in the natural rhythms of life.Francis knew that just climbing ladders to no-
where would never make us happy nor create peace and justice on this earth. Too many have to stay g
the bottom of the ladder so | can be at the top. It is a zero sum victory. | suspect simplicity and a world-
view of enoughness will forever be an alternative orthodoxy, if not downright heretical, in most of the
x1 Ol Ag8s8go

-- Enoughness Instead of Never Enough Friday, February 19, 2016 Richard Rohr OFM

0888 %8 &8
room for more soul. In fact, possessions and soul seem to operate in
inverse proportion to one another. Only through simplicity can we
find deep contentment instead of perpetually striving and living un-
satisfied. Simple livingis the foundational social justice teaching of
Jesus, Francis, Gandhi, and all hermits, mystics, prophets, and seer
since time immemorial.

The Franciscan alternative orthodoxy asks us to let go, to recognize
that there isenough to go around and meet everyone's need but not
everyone's greedA worldview of enoughness will predictably emerge
in a person as they move to the level of naked being instead of think
ing that more of anything or more frenetic doing can fill up our basic
restlessness. Francis did not just tolerate or endure such simplicity, h
actually loved it and called itpoverty--a word which we often view as
a bad thing. Francis dove into poverty and found his freedom there.
This is hard for most of us to even comprehend. Thank God, people
like Dorothy Day and Wendell Berry have illustrated how this is still
possible even in our modern world.

Francis was known in his lifetime as the joyful beggar. He communi-
cated happiness, freedom, humor, and joy to everyone around him.

3AEOI AAEAO OAEA UAAOO
other wise people have come to know that less stuff invariably leaves
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St. Francis
Convent,
1515
Dragoon Trail,
Mishawaka,
Indiana
(across from
Marian High
School)

For more
information please
contact any
council member.

February

Birthdays:

February 4: Julie Scalise

February 5: Peg Salkay

February 5: Joella Carll

February 9: Deacon Bill Gallagher
February 17: Bill Schmitt

Anniversaries:

February 6, 2004: Patricia Bellm

R ber i
ememberin Our Regional Prayer

Prayer:

All the special intentions
that are so dear to each
one of us— for our fami-
lies and friends and for
the world that peace may
seep into every heart and
that the love of God may
permeate every soul.

In loving thanks for the
many gifts that we have
and for those that we
don’t realize we have...
Let us pray to the Lord...

a Gift from St. Francis

Holy Virgin Mary, among all
women born into the world,
there is none like you. Daugh-
ter and Handmaid of the Most
High, sovereign King, the
heavenly Father, Mother of
our
most holy Lord Jesus Christ,
Spouse of the Holy Spirit.
Pray for us with St. Michael
the
archangel and with all the pow
ers of the heavens and with all
the saints together with your
most holy beloved Son, Lord
and teacher.
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