Immaculate Conception
Fraternity

PO Box132

Mishawaka,

Indiana 46546

htep://
immaculateconception.sfousa.org

Fraternity Council

Cyndi Pilot, OFS
Minister
574-210-1224

Tim Martin, OFS
Vice Minister
574-532-8916

Timothy Short, OFS
Formation Director
574-298-8981

Monica
Higginbotham OFS
Treasurer
574-262-3923

Ruthi Carrillo, OFS
Secretary
574-703-5633

Tim Martin, OFS
Infirmarian
574-532-8916

Mary Andrews, OFS
Communications Councilor
574-288-0888

Dan Kreager
Apostolic Coordinator
574-231-8823

Agnes Marie Regan, OSF
Spiritual Assistant
574-259-5427

Pace e Bene

Peace and Good

Volume 6 Issue 9

September, 2015

Awesome Gifts in the Night . . .

The Incarnation of Je-
sus, Emmanuel, was
without doubt God’s
greatest gift which de-
scended into our world
in the middle of the
night when the world lay
in darkness, silence, and
stillness. With that Gift,
nothing can compare!

But it was also
not the last time our gift
-giving God surprised us,
specifically me, in the
dark hours of night.

Yes, it happens if only
we have eyes to see!

One night re-
cently at exactly 11:04
p.m. one gift followed
the other.

The meaning of
the digits on the clock
are significant as they
were the address at
which I live and grew up
as a child. Now, twice a
day when the numbers

appear on a clock, watch,
or other time piece, it has
become my personal cus-
tom to pray for my par-
ents, grand-parents, aunts
and uncles, and all the
members of my family
down to the great nieces
and nephews with which I
have been blest. Our Fa-
ther in Heaven most cer-
tainly holds in His eternal
hands the deceased loved
ones, but the living ones, I
pray, are the benefactors
of His provident care as
they live their present day
lives wherever they are.

But that evening,
God's surprises were not
at an end. Curiosity about
the night sky won out and
as I opened my window,
the gorgeous constella-
tions of Orion, Canis Ma-
jor, Canis Minor were
sparkling brilliantly against
a crisp, moonless, black
sky. I felt breathless and
unable to move!

However, the next
surprise from God in the
middle of the night was
nearby. A soft rustling
sound below my window
cause me to look down
upon seven beautiful does
grazing their way ac ross
the lawn toward the hang-
ing bird feeder filled to
overflowing with grain.

There we were:
the brilliant stars filling the
immensity of God's uni-
verse betraying His pres-
ence which cannot be con-
tained, and below where
the gentlest of His crea-
tures grazing peacefully
and contentedly from the
bounty of His hand.

It took awhile be-
fore I became aware of
the crisp, cold night air
coming in through the
open window, but some-
how it really didn't seem
to matter when the Giver
of all Good gifts was gen-
erously bestowing them at
a time and place least ex-
pected.

"Stars of heaven, bless
the Lord . . . all you crea-
tures bless the Lord . . .

”
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Calendar of Events for September, October, November 2015

September 3, 2015:

September 12, 2015:
September 13, 2015:

September 17, 2015:
September 19, 2015:
September 27, 2015:

October |, 2015:
October 3, 2015:

October 4, 2015:

October 10, 2015:
October 11,2015
October 17, 2015:
October 24, 2015:

October 25, 2015

November |, 2015
November 5, 2015:

November 14, 2015:
November 21, 2015:

November 22, 2015:

Meeting of the Council at 6:00 p.m. in the St. Louis Parlor

Meeting for Formation Team Members in Kokomo, St. Joan of Arc:

Franciscan Enrichment: "The Church's Teaching on Homosexuality and Pastoral Suggestions for
Care". Deacon Bill Gallagher, OFS  Auditorium, 1:30-3:00pm

Feast of the Stigmata of Our Holy Father Francis

Monthly Gathering in the Auditorium

Serve Breakfast at Catholic Worker House: 7:15 a.m.—10:30 a.m.

Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the St. Louis Parlor

Celebration of the Transitus of St. Francis: 7:00 p.m. in the Convent Chapel
This is a very important celebration for the entire Franciscan family. Please put it on your
calendar and plan to join the sisters, friars, and all Franciscans of the northern part of

Indiana for this celebration. Refreshments and fraternal sharing follow in the

Auditorium. This is a Saturday night so there are very, very few excuses.

Feast of Our Holy Father Francis of Assisi, Deacon, Founder of the Three
Franciscan Orders: For all Franciscans this is a Solemnity and it replaces the Sunday
Cycle in all Franciscans chapels, churches, and oratories.

Regional Executive Council Meeting at St. John of Arc. Kokomo

Franciscan Enrichment: Pilgrimage to Shrine of the Passion of Christ, St. John IN 11:30 am
Monthly Gathering of the Fraternity

Regional Study Day IV at St. John of Arc in Kokomo for all in the Spiritual Assistants
Formation program and those joining us for Enrichment

Serve Breakfast at Catholic Worker House 7:15am-10:30am

Franciscan Enrichment "God as Found in the Media" Diego Delgado Auditorium 1:30-3:00pm
Council Meeting at 6:00pm in St. Louis Parlor- Convent

Chapter MATS in Kokomo

Monthly Gathering of the Fraternity and Election of New Council

Serve Breakfast at Catholic Worker House 7:15am-10:30am

l
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Orientation: Meeting day and time to be determined

Inquiry: Presently no class

Candidacy I: Meet 3rd Friday at 4:00pmd St. Louis Room in Convent
Candidacy II: Meet 3rd Saturday at 8:30amd Auditorium

Candidacy lll: Meet 3rd Saturday at 8:30am dAuditorium

Our Lady of the Road Qutreach

The next serving date is Sunday September 27th. All are invited. Please note that cooks should

arrive at 7:15am and everyone else at 8:30am. Cooks should be ready to leave at 9:30am. We
want to finish up by 10:30am so people can makeitto11: 0 0Oam Mass at St .
all Fraternity meetings we will be accepting monetary donations in the Red Box that will be going

around the room when the Brown Bag is circulating. If you are unable to participate please feel free
to make a donation toward the food. See you Sunday September 27th at Our Lady of the Road at Bronson and Main
Street! Thank-you, Dan Kreageri 574-231-8823 or 574-265-4857 nkreaer@gmail.com

M
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Franciscan Enrichment:The Church’s
Teaching on Homosexuality and Pastoral Sug-

gestions for Care Deacon Bill Gallagher OFs
Sunday: September 13, 2015 in the Auditorium

Sunday, October 11, 2105

Regional Study Day IV
October 24, 2015 St. Joan of Arc— Kokomo

These days are for those studying to become a Spiritual
Assistant and for those just yearning for Franciscan En-
richment. Contact Sr. Agnes Marie for more info.

Reflection on the Mass of Profession to the Secular Franciscan Order
By Deacon Jim Kitchens

On July 18, 2015 three beautiful and faith filled sisters made their permanent profession to live the gospel life following in the footsteps
of St. Francis. Amy Porter, Peg Salkay, and Julie Scalise publically witnessed their faith in our Lord Jesus and their commitment to live
lives of spirit and service. It was a beautiful and profound witness of love.

Their profession was within Holy Mass in the Chapel of the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration. It is very appropriate that our
fraternity of the | mmacul ate Conception of the Secubrdand Frfjanci sc
Holy Eucharist. As a community we sang, prayed and worshiped together in the loving example of St. Francis. Together we received the
precious Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus. Fr. Francis, Fr. Jim and Fr. Bob Lengerich, who gave an awesome homily, celebrated Holy
Mass. The Queen of Peace Adult Chorale brought the angelic sounds of music to this joyous time. All of us experienced the presence of
our Lord, St Francis and St. Clare, and the joy of community.

Our beloved St. Francis lived with the image of Jesus always before him. His devotion to Jesus was the very center of his life. It is in his
example that our sisters have promised to live. As I assisted at Mass I watched these three servants as they experienced the love and
power of the Holy Spirit. Their joy, their faith, their tears all witness the love they professed. Their example is truly Franciscan. As |
watched the faces and listened to the promises made by Amy Porter, Peg Salkay, and Julie Scalise, each will live Gospel to Life and
Life to Gospel. Each will be light to our community and to our world. What a blessing!

As you announce peace with your mouth, make sure that you have greater peace in your hearts, thus no one will be pro-
voked to anger or scandal because of you. Let everyone be drawn to peace and kindness through your peace and gen-
tleness. For we have been called to this: to cure the wounded, to bind up the broken, to recall the erring. Many who seem
to us members of the devil will yet be disciples of Christ. ~ St. Francis of Assisi
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St. Francis
Convent,

1515
Dragoon Trail,
Mishawaka,
Indiana
(across from
Marian High
School)

For more
information please
contact any
council member.

September 5
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta (1910 -1997)

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized throughout the world for her work

among the poorest of the poor, was beatified October 19, 2003. In 1946, while riding a train to
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call. The message was clear. | was to leave the convent and help the poor while living among

OEAi 86 3EA Al 01 EAAOA A AAI1 Ol CEOA Ob EAO IE
#EOEOO EIT O OEA OI 6i 6 O0I OAOOGA EEI AiiTiTc OEA b
leave Loreto, establish a new religious community and undertake her new work, she took a

nursing course for several months. She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the slums and

opened a school for poor children. Dressed in a white sari and sandals (the ordinary dress of an

Indian woman) she soon began getting to know her neighborsespecially the poor and sick

and getting to know their needs through visits. The work was exhausting, but she was not alone

for long. Volunteers who came to join her in the work, some of them former students, became

the core of the Missionaries of Charity. Others helped by donating food, clothing, supplies, the

use of buildings. In 1952 the city of Calcutta gave Mother Teresa a former hostel, which became

a home for the dying and the destitute. As the Order expanded, services were also offered to

orphans, abandoned children, alcoholics, the aging, and street peogter the next four decades

Mother Teresa worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no bounds. Nor did her

energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading for support and inviting others to see the face of

Jesus in the poorest of the poor. In 1979 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On September

5, 1997, God called her homewww.americancatholic.org

September Birthdays, Profession Anniversaries, Death Anniversaries

Remember in Prayer: Contin-
ued prayers for all those who are sick
and suffering. Let us remember our
elderly fraternity members that aren’t
able to participate in person but are
with us in spirit. Let us pray for all the
fraternity members that couldn’t be
with us this month and for those mem-
bers that have asked for our prayers.

02 - Patricia Bellm, OFS

03 i Joseph Higginbotham, OFS; Cindy Gillis, OFS
06 - Jeremy Hunter

10 - Chris Beiting, OFS

11 - Flossie Banning, OFS

137 Dennis Feece; Lucy Walerko, OFS
14 - Greg Wilkerson, OFS

15 - Dorothea Flory, OFS

21 - Jack Witucki, OFS

22 - Deacon Jim Kitchens

26 - Ann Korn, OFS

Our Regional Prayer
a Gift from St. Francis

Holy Virgin Mary, among all
women born into the world,
there is none like you. Daugh-
ter and Handmaid of the Most
High, sovereign King, the
heavenly Father, Mother of our
most holy Lord Jesus Christ,
Spouse of the Holy Spirit.
Pray for us with St. Michael the
archangel and with all the pow-
ers of the heavens and with all
the saints together with your
most holy beloved Son, Lord
and teacher.
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